
Higher Education 
 

● For the past four years, we froze undergraduate, in-state tuition for students at all 
University of Wisconsin campuses.  A typical student saves more than $6,300 over four 
years when compared to the trend before the freeze. (UW System Resident Undergraduate Tuition Freeze Savings Estimates 

- Source: Legislative Fiscal Bureau) 
 

● During the decade before our freeze, tuition went up 118%.  (UW System Resident Undergraduate Tuition Freeze 

Savings Estimates - Source: Legislative Fiscal Bureau) 

 



 
○ (Legislative Fiscal Bureau, “Memo To Senator Scott Fitzgerald,” 1/5/2016) 

 

● Ironically, some of the people who were around when UW tuition went up more than 8% on 
average each year now want the state to create a new government bureaucracy to refinance 
student loans. (Legislative Fiscal Bureau, “Memo To Senator Scott Fitzgerald, 1/5/2016; State of Wisconsin, 2015 Senate Bill 194; State of Wisconsin,2015 

Assembly Bill 272) 
 

● Our administration has worked with Wisconsin’s very own financial institutions to 
promote refinancing options available to those with student loan debt.  Wisconsin credit 
unions and banks offer refinancing at rates that are better than what is offered by 
government-supported programs in other states. (Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions, 1/8/17) 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/sb194
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/ab272
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/ab272


 
 

● We also provided the most need-based financial aid in Wisconsin history. (Lucas Daprile, Milwaukee 

Journal Sentinel, 7/31/2015) 

 
 

● The UW System had the largest overall budget in history this year.  UW System Budget 
($6.194 Billion): “The current all-funds budget (2015-’16) is the largest on record.” The UW 
System’s 2016-17 Operating Budget Is $6.256 Billion. (Tom Kertscher, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 5/25/16; (“2016-17 

UW System Operational Budget - All Funds,” Redbook, UW System) 

http://www.politifact.com/wisconsin/statements/2015/jul/31/scott-walker/scott-walker-says-his-last-budget-committed-more-n/
http://www.politifact.com/wisconsin/statements/2015/jul/31/scott-walker/scott-walker-says-his-last-budget-committed-more-n/
http://www.politifact.com/wisconsin/statements/2016/may/25/scott-walker/scott-walker-who-cut-funds-wisconsin-university-sy/
https://secure.uwsa.edu/redbook-2016-17/book1/pages/003.html


 
 

● U.S. News and World Report moved the ranking of UW-Madison up on their list of the best 
public colleges in the country.  UW-Madison Ranked 10th among public institutions in US News 
& World Report’s College Rankings, an improvement from 11th the year before. (Best Colleges, US News & 

World Report, 9/12/2016) 
 

● They also gave positive mentions to 10 other UW schools. (Best Colleges, US News & World Report, 9/12/2016) 
○  UW-Eau Claire was ranked #37 among Regional Universities in the Midwest.  
○ UW-Green Bay was ranked 86 for Regional Universities in the Midwest. 
○ UW-La Crosse was ranked #31 for Regional Universities in the Midwest.  
○ UW-Oshkosh was ranked #79 for Regional Universities in the Midwest.  
○ UW-River Falls was ranked #91 for Regional Universities in the Midwest.  
○ UW-Platteville was ranked #94 for Regional Universities in the Midwest.  
○ UW-Stevens Point was ranked #49 for Regional Universities in the Midwest.  
○ UW-Stout was ranked #69 for Regional Universities in the Midwest.  
○ UW-Superior was ranked #36 for Regional Universities in the Midwest.  
○ UW-Whitewater was ranked #49 for Regional Universities in the Midwest.  

 

● In addition, we invested more into the Wisconsin Technical College System. Our Blueprint 
for Prosperity plan opened 5,000 more slots for students in high demand areas, and we 
expanded the Wisconsin grant program. The Blueprint for Prosperity assisted 4,890 students 
by eliminating wait lists for high demand fields. (“2016 Annual Report: Wisconsin Fast Forward,” Department of Workforce 

Development) 
○ 2015 Wisconsin Act 281 increased the GPR appropriation to Wisconsin Grants for 

Technical College Students by $500,000 in 2015-16 and in 2016-17. (State of Wisconsin, 2015 Act 

281) 
 

○ 2015 Wisconsin Act 282 created a program to award grants to address emergency 
financial needs for students whose expected family contribution is less than $5,000. 
It appropriated $130,000 in GPR for grants to UW college students and $320,000 in GPR for 
grants to Technical College students. (State of Wisconsin, 2015 Act 282) 

 
 

http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges
http://wisconsinfastforward.com/pdf/wffAnnualReport2016.pdf
http://wisconsinfastforward.com/pdf/wffAnnualReport2016.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/lcactmemo/act281.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/lcactmemo/act281.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/lcactmemo/act282.pdf

